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Workforce Education Grant FAQs 
Updated: October 3, 2016 

Project Idea Questions 
Q: I’m not sure where to start. What are some examples of eligible projects? 

A: The Workforce Education Grants will fund a wide variety of projects. Several sources are available to 

spark ideas:  

 Projects funded by the 2014 Governor’s Grants for CTE are illustrated in the grant’s final report. 

Check out http://doe.sd.gov/octe/documents/14CTEGran.pdf for 12 different projects, small 

and large, that transformed CTE programs, built partnerships with businesses and neighbor 

school districts, and connected students to postsecondary programs. 

 The 2016 Workforce Education Grant funded the following projects:  

School District Project Description 

Gayville-Volin Expand the Transportation program and facilities. 
Hitchcock-Tulare Upgrade equipment for Ag Metals and Precision Agriculture instruction. 
Meade Expand the Precision Machining program. 
Mitchell Enhance equipment in the Information Technology (IT), Architecture & 

Construction, and Biomedical Sciences programs. Implement a 1+1 Licensed 
Practical Nursing (LPN) program with Mitchell Technical Institute (MTI). 

Platte-Geddes Upgrade the Ag, Food and Natural Resources (AFNR) facilities. 
Rapid City Upgrade the Graphic Design program. 
Sioux Falls Implement a concurrent credit Diesel Technology option in the existing 

Transportation program with Lake Area Technical Institute (LATI).  
Webster Implement a Project Lead the Way (PLTW) Biomedical Science program 

(Principles of Biomedical Sciences and Human Body Systems courses).  
Yankton Expand the internship program with local businesses. Develop concurrent 

credit programs with Mitchell Technical Institute (MTI) in transportation, 
drafting, welding, and Information Technology (IT). Upgrade equipment in 
the Construction program and Technology, Machines & Society course.  

 

 SD Administrative Rule 24:10:47:03 outlines eligible Workforce Education Grant projects: 

o Evaluation for alignment to postsecondary education and workforce demands; 
o Development of career pathways or programs of study; 
o Development of career guidance or work-based learning programs; 
o Educator training; 
o Facilities; 
o Equipment; or 
o Instructional materials. 

 SD Administrative Rule 24:10:47:04 describes the areas which will receive scoring preference:  
o A project evaluating local career and technical education systems for the purposes of 

redesigning approved secondary CTE programs; 

http://doe.sd.gov/octe/documents/14CTEGran.pdf
http://legis.sd.gov/Rules/DisplayRule.aspx?Rule=24:10:47:03
http://legis.sd.gov/Rules/DisplayRule.aspx?Rule=24:10:47:04
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o An innovative project demonstrating alignment to postsecondary education and South 
Dakota workforce needs and including work-based learning, dual or concurrent credit 
courses and any applicable CTSO; 

o A project which includes collaboration between multiple secondary schools; 
o A project demonstrating partnerships with postsecondary education and business or 

industry; 
o A project including industry-grade practices, equipment, and student certifications; 
o A project integrating academic content, work-readiness skills, and entrepreneurship 

education; 
o A project increasing access to and support for approved secondary CTE programs in 

rural areas; 
o A project including plans for sustainability; and 
o A project which supports the retention of highly effective teachers, career counselors, 

and administrators for approved secondary CTE programs. 
 

Q: Can multiple programs in the same school district be included in the same grant application?   

A: Yes, systemic efforts to improve CTE programs, including career development and work-based 

learning, are encouraged. All project elements in the application must be coordinated and justified to 

meet the purpose of the Workforce Education Grants: support and align secondary school CTE systems 

with South Dakota's postsecondary education programs and workforce needs, developing the state's 

talent pipeline for workforce development and economic growth. Projects must serve 7th – 12th grade 

students. 

 

Q: Can the grant application include transportation costs for students to tour postsecondary 

programs?  

A: Yes. The grant project can include transportation costs for postsecondary education and business 

partnership activities. It is critical that applications also identify plans for sustainability. In other words, 

how will the postsecondary education visits or business and industry activities continue after the grant 

funds end?  

Grant Match Questions 

Q: What are some examples of match?  

A: Match, whether from in-kind contributions or monetary donations, can come from a variety of 

sources. In-kind contributions might include a portion of staff or administrator compensation that can 

be connected to the grant project; time that industry professionals donate to advising, mentoring, or 

coaching for the project; equipment donated by a business or community organization; etc. Monetary 

contributions might come from donations, grants acquired during the Workforce Education Grant award 

period, investments made by the school district, etc. All match sources must be thoroughly documented 

and remitted to accompany reimbursement requests.  
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Q: Can multiple sources of match be included in the project plan?  

A: Yes. Match, whether in-kind or monetary, may come from multiple sources. All match sources, 

however, must be necessary and reasonable for accomplishment of the project objectives, provided for 

in the approved budget, and the values for the contributions of services and property must be 

established as they would for federal grants in accordance with the CFR Part 200 Uniform Guidance 

§220.306. Match may be documented only in the grant award period. 

 

Q: What documentation is needed if staff compensation is included as in-kind match?  

A: Staff compensation is an eligible match source when the staff is necessary and reasonable for the 

accomplishment of the project’s objectives. Time and effort logs must be kept during the grant period to 

accurately track the percent of staff time devoted to the grant project. In addition, the total time 

invested over the life of the project must be documented. CFR Part 200 Uniform Guidance §220.306 

Fiscal Questions 
Q: Does the fiscal agent need to use multiple accounting codes to track multiple funding sources?  

A: Yes. All state grant revenues must be coded to 3129 (restricted state grants). Match sources will also 

need to be coded appropriately. For specific questions on financial tracking or reporting, please contact: 

Susan Woodmansey OR Bobbi Leiferman 

Division of Finance & Management  Division of Finance & Management 

susan.woodmansey@state.sd.us  bobbi.leiferman@state.sd.us 

605.773.4748  605.773.5407 

 

Q: If the fiscal agent plans to use a federal grant as part of its project match, what considerations must 

be made?  

A: Due to the wide variety of possible projects under the Workforce Education Grants and the many 

nuances of federal regulations, applicants should become familiar with the requirements placed on 

federal grant expenditures or seek counsel from an expert in the school district if the match sources 

include a federal grant(s). The regulations outlined in the Code of Federal Regulations, TITLE 2 – Grants 

and Agreements provide relevant guidance. The Perkins Act of 2006 also details the eligibility and uses 

of funds for those dollars. To discuss specific situations related to match sources for the Workforce 

Education Grant, contact Nora Kohlenberg, nora.kohlenberg@state.sd.us, 605.773.4747. 

 

Q: How much can be reimbursed in any given reimbursement request? 

A: LEAs will be reimbursed an amount equal to or less than the documented match available for the 

reimbursement period. In other words, grant reimbursements will not exceed documented match.  

 

 

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=1ad3bc7ca3517d2d85ef943c47073601&mc=true&node=se2.1.200_1306&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=1ad3bc7ca3517d2d85ef943c47073601&mc=true&node=se2.1.200_1306&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=1ad3bc7ca3517d2d85ef943c47073601&mc=true&node=se2.1.200_1306&rgn=div8
mailto:susan.woodmansey@state.sd.us
mailto:bobbi.leiferman@state.sd.us
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?gp=&SID=0ae9a9192fe2c642fde475ae6805a9f8&mc=true&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title02/2chapterII.tpl
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?gp=&SID=0ae9a9192fe2c642fde475ae6805a9f8&mc=true&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title02/2chapterII.tpl
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-109s250enr/pdf/BILLS-109s250enr.pdf
mailto:nora.kohlenberg@state.sd.us

